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You don't need the http://www. portion of a web page url
I would be surprised if anyone still didn’t know that you do not need to type http:// or even the www. in a web address. For example, instead of typing http://www.Yahoo.com. In the address bar, you can just type Yahoo.com and get there. But did you know that if the site you want to go to is a .com you can even eliminate the .com by typing the address and then press Ctrl + Enter. 
A Few Windows 8 Tips

Navigation with a Mouse

Spin the scroll wheel on your mouse to move backwards or forwards through the tiles on the Home screen. You can point your cursor to the tile you want to open.

Remove Tiles 

Remove a tile by clicking it with your mouse and selecting Unpin From Start.

Add Tile 

Right-click on an open area (a space where there aren’t any tiles) and select the All Apps button, which will bring up the various applications on your PC. Right-click any of the programs you want on your Home screen and click Pin To Start.

Create Columns 

Move your tiles into columns by dragging and dropping the tile horizontally. When you do so, a gray bar will appear, which is where you can add other tiles that fit your grouping

Find Open Programs Using Keyboard

To see which programs are running in the background, hold down the WIN and TAB keys to bring up a pane on the left-hand side of your screen that will show you the various open applications on your PC.

Tabbed Browsing

While on a web page, if there is a link that interests you open the link in a new tab by either pressing the Ctrl key and clicking on the link or if you have a mouse with a wheel press down on the wheel to use it as a middle mouse button to open the link in a new tab.

Better Searching
If you can’t find what you want in a search box, try surrounding the text in quotes. For example, if you search for 'computer help' without quotes you can get return results with "computer" and "help" anywhere on the page. But surrounding ‘computer help’ with quotes (“ “) will return pages with ‘computer’ and ‘help’ next to each other.

Changing Your Desktop Icons

When you click “New Folder” on the desktop, you usually end up with an icon that looks like a folder. But if you want to start making those icons look like something else here is the solution: 
First, right click on the icon you'd like to change. Select PROPERTIES. Then, click on the "Change Icon" button under the "Shortcut" tab. Select the icon you prefer and click OK.

Your Recycle Bin

Most of us know that when we delete a file, we're not really deleting it, but sending it to our Recycle Bin. There, the file will sit until we empty the Recycle Bin or restore the file to its original location. It is a good idea to clean the Recycle Bin every once in a while. Using some programs like Ccleaner does the job but to clean it out yourself just click on the Recycle icon then click on FILE>EMPTY RECYCLE BIN. 
To delete a file and bypass the Recycle Bin hold down the SHIFT button on your keyboard while deleting it. (Make sure you really want to avoid the Recycle Bin before you use this method).
If you delete a file the normal way you can restore it to where it once was. 
On your desktop, double click on your Recycle Bin icon. Find the file you want to restore and click on it once to highlight it. Then, at the top of the screen, click FILE>RESTORE. The file will disappear from the screen and will be replaced in the folder from where it had been deleted.

Move Your Taskbar

Although most of us have the Taskbar on the bottom of our screen, it can be moved to the top or either side. With you mouse over the Taskbar, hold down the left button and then drag the Taskbar where you want it.
Try alternative browsers

I don’t think we have to mention that Microsoft’s Internet Explorer (IE) comes packaged free with any Windows version, and can be updated for free. However be aware that there are many other browsers that are all free to download and use and may have features your current browser does not include.
A few of them are: Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox and Opera. You can as many browsers as you want loaded onto your computer, and even open up more than one at a time.
Install plugins and add-ons

There are many add-ons and plugins that can be added to a browser. They provide all sorts of information and shortcuts to improve your computing time such as being able to change the color and/or skin of the browser, how it looks, placing the current weather on your desktop and hundreds more. But one plug in does fit all browsers, so make sure you add the correct one to the correct browser. For your information, many of these plugins and add-ons are developed by volunteers.
Using FIND

If you forget where you placed a file, don’t despair. Use your FIND utility. Click on START>FIND>FILES OR FOLDERS. Type in the name of your file and search. 

If you downloaded the file in Firefox you can find it by clicking TOOLS>Downloads and then Right- click Help! And to find the folder just click Tool>Downloads, and then Right-Click the download in question. If you’re using Firefox 4.0, click the Firefox button, then Downloads to get here. 
Now, select Open Containing Folder and you’ll be taken to where your download resides!

View All Open Programs 
If you would like to view all your open program just find an empty space on your Taskbar and right click. Then choose either "Tile Windows Vertically" or "Tile Windows Horizontally."

Add a Program to Your START Menu

To add a program that is on your desktop to your START menu, hold your mouse over the program icon, left click. While holding the mouse button down, drag it and drop it onto your START button. 

Add a Program to Your Desktop

To add a shortcut to a frequently used program to your Desktop, navigate to the desired program by clicking on START>PROGRAMS>DESIRED PROGRAM then right click on the name of the program. Choose SEND TO>DESKTOP (Create Shortcut). An icon will be added to your desktop. You can use this method to add documents or favorites. 

Move between Open Programs

Besides using the mouse to click on a file in the taskbar you can also hit ALT>TAB. This will move you between open programs. To go backward, hit SHIFT>ALT>TAB.
Windows Calculator

There is a nifty calculator in windows. You can get to it by clicking on START>PROGRAMS> ACCESSORIES>CALCULATOR, but just hit start and type in calculator in the search box. It offers many different types of calculators. Just click the View button and see what else this calculator can do. Entering numbers can be done by clicking on them with the mouse or even use the number pad on your keyboard for most of the buttons. Besides the numbers you can press + button for plus, the - button for minus * is multiplication and the Enter key is =. To access the Backspace function, use your left arrow key. 
Shortcut to Shutdown

You can create a shortcut on your desktop to shut down your computer.

Right Click any blank part of your desktop and choose NEW | SHORTCUT. In the command line type "C:\WINDOWS\RUNDLL.EXE user.exe,exitwindows" without the quotes.

Click NEXT and name your shortcut. Click FINISH. 

Quick Access to the FIND Utility

Need to find a file using Windows FIND Utility? Just click an empty spot on your desktop and hit the F3 button on your keyboard.

Select Multiple Items At Once

If you're in a list, whether it be on a web page, in your Windows Explorer, etc., you can select (highlight) multiple items at once.

Hold down the ALT key on your keyboard while clicking on the items.

If you want to select many items, click on the first item, and while holding down the SHIFT key on your keyboard, click the last item. 

Check Today's Date

To see the date, simply hold your mouse cursor over the time in your system tray for a second. It will pop right up. 

Switching Between Open Windows

If you have multiple windows open, you can switch between them quickly by hitting ALT + ESC on your keyboard.

Incidentally, you can switch between screens within one program by hitting CTRL + TAB on your keyboard. 

Remove the Speaker Icon

If you need a bit more room on your taskbar, you can remove the speaker icon from your system tray.

Click on START | SETTINGS | CONTROL PANEL. Double click on MULTIMEDIA.

Under the AUDIO tab, un-check the box next to "Show Volume Control On Taskbar." 

